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ARE YOU LIVING IN A COMPUTER SIMULATION?

By Nick Bostrom

at least one of the following propositions is true:

(1) the human species is very likely to go extinct before reaching a
“posthuman” stage

(2) any posthuman civilization is extremely unlikely to run a significant
number of simulations of their evolutionary history (or variations thereof)
(3) we are almost certainly living in a computer simulation

"strong" anthropic principle:

the Universe (and hence the fundamental parameters on which it depends)
must be such as to admit the creation of observers within it at some stage.

Philosophical Quarterly (2003) Vol. 53, No. 211, pp. 243-255.
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